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Welcome to 
Trap!t Education 

A resource for educators, new for the 2012-3 academic year 

 
By Ethan Siegel 



  Educational Needs 

 New for 2012-3, the CCSSI 

  Trap!t’s unique product 

 How Trap!t Education can fill those needs 

  Vision for Classroom Success 

  Resources for Educators 

 

Outline: 



 Welcome to the era of the CCSSI 

 CCSSI = Common Core State Standards Initiative 

 New Core Standards have replaced No Child Left Behind 

 New Standards for reading + math take effect in 2012-3 

 45 States + Washington, D.C. have already adopted reading 

standards 

 Grade-specific Reading (10), Writing (10), Speaking + 

Listening (6) and Language (6) standards 

 66-page document plus subject-specific supplements 

Educational Needs 



 Incorporation of digital media / internet technology 

 Increased focus on research in reading & writing 

 Information gathering / vetting 

 Evaluation of quality of information and sources 

 Comparison of multiple sources of information 

Educational Needs 

New focuses under the Common Core: 

Simply citing Wikipedia is not sufficient! 



 Administrative: 

 Must Meet & Fulfill Federal 
“Common Core Standards” 

 Ensure CCSSI compliance 

 Teachers: 

 Must engage and challenge 
students, simultaneously 
meeting the new CCSSI 

 Design lessons/classes which 
go beyond the classroom texts 

 Students: 

 Demonstrate competence 
meeting new standards 

 Pass standardized 
examinations 

 Must be interested & engaged 

Educational Needs 
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Trap!t:  
A Unique Product 

On the Web at http://trap.it/ On the iPad, free from the App Store 



 Strong Visual Interface 

 Quick & Easy Summaries  

 Real-time, Quality News 
Aggregation 

 Varied Perspectives 

 100,000+ Quality Sources 

 Extremely Organized Layout 

Trap!t’s Strengths: 

Just put in your keywords for discovery and start liking & 
disliking articles to personalize your results! 



 Outstanding & Timely 
Collection of 300 Featured Traps 

 Curated by Experts 

 Covers News, Science, Health, 
Technology, and more 

 

Trap!t’s Capabilities: 

 Perform Quick, Simple Research on any topic  

 Follow Breaking and Timely Stories 

 Uniquely able to be Trained and Personalized 

 Simply like and dislike content/sources 



Trap!t + New CCSSI Needs 
Ideal tool for addressing many of the new CCSSI standards 

(See enclosed Broad Content Outline document) 



Trap!t can provide personalized, individual 
educational/research experiences to students 

 

With content targeted to students’ interests & 
customizable to individual assignments 

 

Makes the student responsible for developing 
standards of evidence for credibility 

Both in terms of sources and content 

 

Fulfilling Those Needs 

Provides current, breaking, relevant news in a 
way that no textbook, even a brand new one, can 

Already chosen as one of the “top 10 indispensable Apps” for the 2012-3 school year: 
http://www.xconomy.com/national/2012/08/24/back-to-school-apps/9/ 



 Get students invested in 

doing their own research: 

 Evaluating content 

 Citing and comparing 

sources 

 Making their own critical 

arguments 

 Facilitates Teachers and 

Students personalizing and 

individualizing education  

Vision for Classroom Success 

Each student will have a unique experience 
using Trap!t as part of their education! 



 History 

 U.S. Government & Politics, economics, public policy, SCOTUS 

 World History, international affairs, elections, wars and conflicts 

 Science 

 Biology, evolution, genetics, psychology, environmental issues 

 Health, vaccination, fluoridation, sex education, HIV/AIDS 

 Physical science, climate science, astronomy, Higgs boson, neutrinos 

 Humanities 

 English, current books/literature, creative writing, journalism 

 Theatre, dance, performing arts, drama 

 Traditional art, digital art, music: classical and modern  

 Education 

 Lesson plans, education research, professional development 

Applicable Across Many 
Potential Content Areas 



Resources for Educators 
 Trap!t Education comes with four customizable Lesson documents 

 Created and evaluated by educators for educators 

 Includes scaffolding, classroom suggestions and assignments 

 Fully CCSSI-compliant; includes individual and group projects 

 Designed for grades 9-12 classrooms 

 Suggested Lesson #1: Researcher Lesson Plan + Assignment 

 Includes introducing students to Trap!t, lots of scaffolding 

 Advanced Lessons: Newsbreakers and/or Confirmation Bias 

 Newsbreakers incorporates teamwork, debate, and active 
participation from the entire class 

 Confirmation Bias incorporates extensive research, writing & re-

writing on individually chosen topics 

 Also included is a General Lesson Plan + Handout 

 For empowering educators to create their own, specialized lessons 



Supplemental Resources 
 Package Introduction: An introductory document to the contents of all 

materials designed for teachers using Trap!t Education 

 Presentation for Educators: This slideshow presentation 

 Broad Content Outline: Summary of CCSSI and Trap!t’s relevance 

 Lesson Plans and Assignments: The four lessons for educators 

 Researcher – where students are mock researchers for the NY Times 

 Newsbreakers – students create a mock news/debate TV program 

 Confirmation Bias – students engage in individual research and work 

to address and overcome their own inherent biases 

 General – highly customizable, for teachers to create their own 

 Feedback Form: for providing essential feedback to Trap!t 

 For instructors to provide vital information to improve education 



Contact Trap!t Education: 

 Questions, comments or suggestions?  

 Want an in-service presentation/demonstration for your school? 

 Contact Trap!t Education via email: ethan@trapit.com 

 Or via USPS mail at: Trap!t Education 

      1001 SE Water Avenue, Ste. 285 

      Portland, OR 97214 

mailto:ethan@trapit.com

